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MAKE THE
REVOLUTION
PERMANENT

OBAMA WAS right to be worried
about Egypt, but now he
probably wishes he was wrong.
Just as Israel’s bombing of
Gaza threatened to spark wider
protests across the region, the
US stepped in and imposed
a ceasefire—without any of
Israel’s usual conditions. It
was meant to quiet the anger
that was growing in Egypt and
other Arab states in response to
Israel’s most recent attack on
the Palestinians.
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Toronto
Mayor Rob
Ford finds
his job on
the line

Voter fraud
investigation
deepens
by ALLAN WOOD
ELECTIONS CANADA
has widened its voter
fraud investigation and
is currently tracking
complaints of misleading
or harassing phone calls
in 56 ridings during the
2011 federal election
campaign. Elections
Canada has received
complaints from voters
in 247 of Canada’s 308
ridings.

by JESSE MCLAREN
A JUDGE has ordered
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford
removed from office
on conflict of interest
charges, in the context
of pressure from below
and splits from above.

-

Students in Windsor walk out of classes to protest Bill 115.
(photo by Adam D’Andrea)

Still fighting for equal access to abortion

-

by DARREN EDGAR

IN PRINCE Edward Island,
a campaign was recently
launched to demand equal
access to abortion.

-

-

For more information, please visit:
www.arcc-cdac.ca/

-

Quebec budget: very-very-slightly-lesser-evil-ism
by JESSICA SQUIRES

-

PAULINE MAROIS’ PQ
government, only a few
months old, has already
exposed its allegiance
to neoliberalism in its
budget, released in
mid-November.

to see how anyone can still
-

Corporate parties can’t get it right in BC
by BRADLEY HUGHES

-

AROUND THE world
people are moving to the
left. In BC this has led
to the governing Liberals
sinking in the polls and
facing a right-wing split
in the form of the BC
Conservative party.

-
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Protests in
Jordan

INTERNATIONAL

by YUSUR AL BAHRANI
THOUSANDS GATHERED
in Amman on November 13
protesting against the rise in
fuel prices. The protest that
started peacefully ended
with civil disobedience
the next day. Many trade
unionists, workers and
students announced a
general strike.

-

New imperialism in Middle East after Gaza ceasefire

-

by PAUL STEVENSON
THE GAZA ceasefire agreement
negotiated by Egyptian president
Mohamed Morsi is only the most
recent sign of the new politics in
the Middle East since the rise of
the Arab Spring two years ago.

-

-

-

-

-

-

Syrian opposition makes gains

-

by BRADLEY HUGHES
THE OPPOSITION to the
dictatorship in Syria is continuing
to make military gains against the
regime’s army, and has united into
a political body. The challenge will
be continuing to raise social and
economic demands, mobilizing
the working class not only against
Assad but the broader system of
repression and austerity.

-

-

-

ently so social and economic demands

-

-

Saudi Arabia: ongoing protests against Western-backed oppression
by JOSH LALOR
IN AN effort to avoid the
revolutionary zeal that has
spread across North Africa and
the Middle East, Saudi Arabia
has banned public protests and
invested roughly $130 billion
in benefits for its citizens over
the last two years. Despite
these attempts to subdue the
population, public protests have
been occurring regularly in Saudi
Arabia since February 2011.

-

-

-
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TALKING MARXISM

INTERNATIONAL

Abbie Bakan

First wave feminism:
indigenous inspirations
SOCIALIST FEMINISM owes a deep debt to indigenous
societies. This is where the idea originates that women
could be, and sometimes are, the equals of men—an
idea adopted in Frederick Engels’ Origin of the Family,
Private Property and the State. But it was not only Marx
and Engels who picked up the revolutionary concept of
women’s liberation. The first wave of feminists who would
advance women’s rights in the US were also students of
the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) nations.

-

Feminists
-

Walmart actions reflect anger of US working class
by JOHN BELL
WALMART IS the second biggest
employer in the US, and the number
one employer of African-Americans.
Walmart’s slogan is “Save money,
live better.”

-

-

-

-

-

Inspiration
-

South African miners spark challenge
to post-apartheid capitalism

History of Woman Suffrage

by BRIAN CHAMP

-

THE BLOODY Marikana strike
has sparked a broader challenge
to the government, the local and
international corporations they
serve, and some of the trade unions’
leadership that have held back the
struggle.

New York Evening Post
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Neoliberalism and
resistance
-
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Miners’ win inspires
-

-

-
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Why ‘men’s rights’ groups are wrong
‘Men’s issues awareness’ groups are developing an increasing presence in our communities—especially on our college and
university campuses—but is there any basis to their claim of being champions of equality? Jesse McLaren looks past
the veneer to expose their false rhetoric, and argues for a united struggle of people of all genders for real equality.

T

-

-

-

-

-

Sound-bites
“Boys have high rates of being
bullied.”
-

-

-

“More men kill themselves
than women.”

Neoliberal backlash

-

-

-

Stiffed
-

-

‘Misandry’ = Misogyny

-

“Men are victims of violence.”
-

-

Women’s oppression
-

-

“Women do better on some
educational indicators, like test
scores or enrollment.”
-

-

Capitalism
remains
dependent
on women’s
unpaid labour
in the home
and reduced
wages at
work.

-

-

Resistance
-

-

The
Property and the State

-

Why Men Are the Way
They Are
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The Harper government’s attacks on civil liberties
It’s been nearly seven years of Harper governments and their attacks on civil liberties keep piling up.
Socialist Worker looks at the history of these attacks, the grassroots campaigns to defend our civil liberties, and what it will take to win.

Are we losing the fight for
civil liberties in Canada?

Justice for
Hassan Diab
by CHANTAL SUNDARAM
IN YET another travesty of
justice for communities of
Muslim and Arabic origin in
Canada, Dr. Hassan Diab, an
Ottawa professor, is fighting
extradition to France for a
crime he did not commit.

by JAMES CLARK
IN THE wake of 9/11, governments around the
world, including Canada’s, passed harsh “antiterror” legislation that attacked basic civil liberties
and gave extraordinary powers to the police and
the RCMP. Muslims, Arabs and other racialized
groups have been disproportionately targeted,
through practices such as racial profiling, security
certificates and “no-fly” lists.

In June 2011, a Canadian judge
committed Diab to extradition in
connection with the bombing of a
Paris synagogue in 1980. The entire case was based on handwriting
analysis that the judge himself
and several renowned graphologists have described as suspect.
And this despite the fact that Dr.
and other physical characteristics
do not match those of the perpetraon both the writing samples and a
car containing explosives.
In April 2012, an order was
signed surrendering Dr. Diab to
France, despite new information

Mohamed Harkat and his lawyer take questions from
the media in January 2011. (photo by Shannon Mannion)

Ten years later: the struggle
continues for Mohamed Harkat
by JESSICA SQUIRES
A LOT can happen in ten years.

move across the country and get estabchildren and see them enter grade three
things is possible. But not if you are a
non-citizen and have been detained in
of these things have been possible for
Mohamed Harkat.
What have you done in ten years?
Think back to December 10, 2002—ten
years ago, International Human Rights
Day. That’s the day Mohamed Harkat—
Moe to his supporters and family and
friends—was arrested and detained. To
ing to clear his name in a system stacked
against him.
December 10, 2012 will bear the ignominious honour of being the tenth
anniversary of Moe’s detention under a
Under the so-called Immigrant and
Refugee Protection Act, detainees are
on hearsay, innuendo and secrecy.
Information on which the allegation is
based is kept secret from the detainee
and his lawyers.
The three Muslim men still detained,
quashed, were jailed in isolation or, at
best, released under strict house arrest
conditions—the strictest in Canadian
history.
In February 2007, the Supreme Court
process unconstitutional. One year later,
the Harper government rushed through
cosmetic changes to the regime, introducing so-called “Special Advocates”
who, while they are privy to the secret
proceedings, are not allowed to talk to
the detained after proceedings begin.
Moe’s supporters, including his wife
Sophie, were quite optimistic that the
legislation was passed in 2008, would
be quashed. The public case was clearly
not strong enough to support the gov6 Socialist Worker December 2012

ernment’s claims. But the certificate
was upheld, and to this day, Moe has
no idea why, because the secret information has remained secret. The basic
human right of due process—the right to
know the case against you—is blatantly
disregarded.
Recent releases of information exposing the continued use of information
gleamed from torture have further exposed the abusive nature of the Security
Certificates, since these cases were
specifically mentioned as being ones
in which certain types of information
should still be allowed. And the original
information the Crown is depending on
has, in many cases, been destroyed. No
defence is possible in these conditions.
Earlier this year, the Federal Court of
back to the lower court in Moe’s case,
excluding the destroyed evidence. But if
that were to happen, the case would be
heard before the same judge as before.
The federal judges also declined to rule
the regime unconstitutional.
So Moe and his lawyers asked for
leave to appeal to the Supreme Court. In
later November, they agreed. They will
ment lawyers will argue the destruction
of original information on which the
case is based is of no matter, and that informants should not be cross-examined,
even in secret hearings before lawyers
with full national security clearance.
The Supreme Court must throw the

Dr. Diab is only wanted for questioning, and Canada’s Extradition
Act does not allow the Justice
Minister to surrender Canadian
citizens to other countries for mere
questioning without trial.
If extradited, Diab will face
severe limitations on the ability
of his defence to challenge the
handwriting analysis and the use
of unsourced secret intelligence
that may be the product of torture.
France’s willingness to use information derived from torture
to prosecute terrorism-related
cases has been documented by

by IAN BEECHING

FLEEING THE genocidal war in
Sri Lanka, 492 Tamils arrived
in Canada aboard the MV Sun
Sea in August 2010.

com).

refugees, people who are already

Rally in Ottawa on December 10 or sign the

which he himself must pay $2,000
per month.
To beat this added injustice, the
“Hundred for Hassan” campaign
was launched for one hundred
people of conscience to contribute
$20 a month to cover the cost of
Diab’s GPS monitor.

suffering torture, trauma, the posttraumatic stress of the brutality
Bill C-31 will require detentions be reviewed after the first
14 days then every six months.
Previously, detention would be reviewed every 30 days. The cost of
detaining a single refugee is $239
a day. Prior to the recent changes,
asylum seekers were only ever
imprisoned during health, security and identity checks. Those
permanent resident status and
travel. In Australia, this policy has
resulted in an increase in children
arriving by boat.
Under the new law, only 15
days are given to find a lawyer
and prepare a written statement.
According to the Council for
Canadian Refugees, this will not
be enough time for newcomers
to prepare their cases properly,
given the barriers they face with

the legal system, language and
cultural practices. The demand
for faster processing time has not
been met with an increase in funding for legal aid. In fact, there has
been a decrease by $2.7 million.
On July 1, Kenney cut health
care coverage for refugees not
sponsored by the government.
However, those with illnesses affecting public safety are covered,
though many will not seek care,
as they will not know when their
health condition meets such criteria. No dental, vision or psychological medical care will be provided to any refugees.
The government claims the cuts
will save taxpayers $20 million
doctors have pointed out, this
number is highly misleading as
those deprived of medicine will
find themselves increasingly in
emergency departments where
costs for a single visit can cost
thousands.

by EVAN JOHNSTON

JASON KENNEY’S tenure as the Minister for Citizenship,
Immigration and Multiculturalism has been characterized by a
relentless attack on civil liberties in Canada, with targets ranging
from immigrants and refugees, freedom of speech, and the
reproductive rights of women.

As immigration minister since October 2008, Kenney has been dubbed
by his critics the Minister for Censorship and Deportation, and there is
no shortage of reasons why. One only needs to take a quick glance at
his legacy so far to understand why we need to send Kenney packing.

Attacking immigrants
Feminist scholar Sunera Thobani argues in her book Exalted Subjects
that “the central contradiction of Canadian citizenship, deeply rooted in
its earliest stages of development, is that the citizenship rights of settlers, nationals, and immigrants remain based in the institution of white
supremacy.” Nowhere is this more evident than in Bill C-31, introduced
in Parliament by Kenney last February.
Ironically named Protecting Canada’s Immigration System Act, the
“reforms” introduced under this bill have had the effect of further entrenching a two-tiered refugee system, imposing unrealistically shorter
timelines for refugee claimants, and denying refugees basic medical
treatment, all the while scapegoating them for ongoing cuts to Medicare.
More broadly, Kenney’s agenda has been to expand temporary work
programs while turning a blind eye to the unsafe conditions many are
increasing the number of deportations, including those of US Iraq War
resisters.
Perhaps what best sums up Kenney’s and the Harper regime’s inhumane approach to immigration “reform” is the revelation in recent
weeks that the federal Conservatives have denied chemotherapy treatment to a refugee in Saskatoon who has stomach cancer. Under Kenney’s
watch, immigrants and refugees have become increasingly criminalized
and depicted as exploiters of “Canadian generosity,” resulting in an immigration system that shows callous disregard for human life.

Targeting Palestine

To join the campaign, send an email to
diabsupport@gmail.com indicating how
much you wish to pledge monthly, for how
many months, and whether you would
like to add your name to a statement of
support. For more information about the
case and the support campaign, visit: www.
justiceforhassandiab.org

The human cost of Kenney’s cuts

harkatstatement.com). Make a donation: Justice for

to end. Mohamed Harkat wants his life
back.

Human Rights Watch in a July
2008 report: Preempting Justice:
Counterterrorism Laws and
Procedures in France.
But just as importantly, the Diab
case has exposed the fundamental
injustices of Canadian extradition
law: Canada can hand people over
to other countries based on low
standards of evidence that would
never be accepted in a Canadian
court.
Dr. Diab is appealing the extradition order, but in the meantime,
he must wear a GPS monitor for

Notoriously pro-Israel, Kenney has also used his position to silence
critics of Israel’s apartheid state. In March 2009, Kenney attempted
to ban British MP George Galloway on “security grounds” because of
his outspoken criticism of Israel and his support for Viva Palestina, an
aid caravan that attempted to break the blockade of Gaza. According to
Kenney, to provide aid to the people of Gaza—mediated through the
democratically elected Hamas government—constituted an explicit endorsement of terrorism, thereby rendering Galloway a threat to Canada’s
national security.
In a Federal Court ruling, Judge Richard Mosley dismissed Kenney’s
rhetoric, stating: “The main reason why the respondents (the Federal
government) sought to prevent Mr. Galloway from entering Canada was
that they disagreed with his political views.”
Another clear example of censoring critics of Israel occurred in
February 2012, when the government cut $1 million in funding to
Palestine House, an educational community centre based in Mississauga,

photo by Tania Liu (flickr)

The response of public safety
minister Vic Toews was not to
deplore the perpetrators of the
massacre, but rather to imprison
the traumatized victims to “ensure our refugee system is not hijacked by criminals or terrorists.”
Canada’s $476.3-million trade relations with Sri Lanka were never
questioned, despite an estimated
40,000 dead in 2009.
The Harper government used
the Tamils to shift Canada’s
refugee policies decidedly to the
right. Canada’s Bill C-31 requires
mandatory detention for all “irregular” arrivals over the age of
16. Australian Senator, Sarah
Hanson-Young, has said “[m]
andatory detention has led to sig-

Its worst aspects, including secret hearings and arbitrary detention, are slowly
becoming more widespread in cases
against immigrants and refugees, even
those with citizenship status.
As we said last year, on the occasion of Moe’s ninth “anniversary,” it is

Hassan Diab

In the years since 9/11, many of these “temporary”
measures have become permanent, and are increasingly
deployed to clamp down on political opposition. The widespread repression in the lead-up to and during the G20
Summit in Toronto in June 2010 is the most notorious example: the Conservatives spent over $1 billion on “security” which resulted in the largest mass arrest in Canadian
history—more than double the number detained during the
War Measures Act in 1970.
These and other attacks have led some to suggest that
Canada is becoming a police state, or that the Conservatives
are fascist. But this argument ignores the long history of
repression in Canada—of indigenous communities, people
of colour, immigrants and refugees, and Quebec—and the
repressive nature of “liberal democratic” states in general.
It also ignores the fact that, despite increasing repression, it
is still possible (and legal) to organize, mobilize and demonstrate openly.
Perhaps a better question is this: how can we most effectively mobilize to defend civil liberties? Although the last
decade has seen set-backs, there have also been impressive push-backs—though not without extraordinary effort.

families), but it has stayed the hand of the state and so
far prevented deportations. In response to cases like these,
and the numerous protests that followed the G20 Summit,
public opinion has shifted dramatically—a sign that civil
liberties is a mainstream issue that a majority of people
care about.
In recent months, the most successful mobilization to
defend civil liberties was the Quebec student strike. As
soon as Quebec premier Jean Charest introduced Bill 78
(later Law 12), which attempted to criminalize student
strikes and demonstrations, the student movement shifted
its focus from the demand to stop the tuition fee hike to the
demand to defend civil liberties. The broader mobilization
attracted even those who supported the fee hike, and made
possible the single largest demonstration for civil liberties
in Canadian history: up to 400,000 people marched on May
22 against Charest’s repressive law. Within months, the
pressure of the mobilization created a social crisis, provoking an election that saw the Liberals defeated and Charest
lose his seat. Also feeling the heat, the incoming government scrapped the law.
The Quebec student strike shows the most effective way
to challenge repressive laws and practices: build broad,
mass mobilizations that attract support from the widest
possible segments of society, and that encourage their
active participation in the movement—on whatever level
they can. Even in the face of increasingly hostile governments, mass mobilization has the greatest potential to defy
and defeat repressive legislation, and to demonstrate in
practice the real expression of civil liberties.

Jason Kenney: Canada’s
next Prime Minister?

Temporary foreign workers
denied basic labour rights

by JOSH LALOR
AFTER TWO high-profile incidents
in northern British Columbia,
Canada’s Temporary Foreign
Worker Program (TFWP) has come
under public scrutiny in recent
weeks.

In the first incident, a group of
complaint against their employer, the
owner of a Tim Hortons franchise.
The workers allege that they were
forced to live in overcrowded housing and perform menial tasks, and
were subjected to racial abuse. In the
second incident, trade unions exposed
the plans of HD Mining Ltd. to recruit
hundreds of Chinese workers for a
new coalmine development. The comwith the required skills in Canada.
Since 2002, permanent immigration
to Canada has remained at approximately 140,000, whereas the TFWP

has tripled. It is estimated that over
300,000 TFWs are employed across
Canada in the agricultural, service,
food processing, oil, and manufacturing sectors. Jim Stanford, economist for the Canadian Auto Workers,
argues that “temporary foreign workers...account for almost 30 per cent
of all net new paid jobs created in
Canada between 2007 and 2011...this
represents the core of [the] labour
market strategy by employers and
this obliging [Harper] government.”
Furthermore, recent changes in the
TWFP allow Canadian employers to
pay migrant workers up to 15 per cent
less than Canadian workers.
Most of the low-skilled workers in
the TFWP, which make up half of the
workers in the program, are only allowed to work for the employer that
hired them. Consequently, TFWs
are often coerced into working long
hours for little money and under de-

plorable conditions for fear of being deported if they complain. Ken
Georgetti, President of the Canadian
Labour Congress, states, “We support
people coming to Canada as landed
shortages. But the government’s plan
is unfair. It will simply provide lowwage labour to business at the expense
of Canadian communities and migrant
workers trying to provide for families
they left behind.”
By pitting workers against each
other, the TFWP controversy has the
potential to generate nationalistic and
xenophobic sentiments. However, the
erosion of workers’ rights through
the maximum exploitation of migrant
workers is a class issue that transcends
national borders. TFWs deserve all the
rights and protections that Canadian
workers have fought for, and the
those rights to everyone.

three instances “that could arguably be seen as extreme.” In reality, as the
Defend Free Speech Campaign pointed out at the time, Kenney’s decision was “entirely political, and part of a broader pattern of governmentled censorship and intimidation of anyone who is critical of Canada’s
foreign policy, especially in relation to Israel and Palestine.”

War on women
Conservative ranks, with respect to both his attacks on a Muslim
woman’s right to choose what to wear, and on the right of all women to
control their own bodies.
On the advice of Mississauga Tory MP, Wladyslaw Lizon, Kenney
introduced a ban on the right of Muslim women to choose what they
wear during citizenship ceremonies. In a potent mix of racism and a disingenuous concern for women, Kenney described the practice of wearing
a niqab “frankly bizarre” and claimed “we want women to be full and
equal members of Canadian society.”
But if that is what he truly believed, he wouldn’t be leading the Tory
attacks against the reproductive rights of women. As a member of cabinet, he has backed a number of private members bills that have been
aimed at recriminalizing abortion, though his stance on abortion stretches
back to his university days where he was known as a staunch anti-choice
activist on campus.
In 2008, Kenney supported Bill C-484 (“Unborn Victims of Crime
Act”), and in 2010, he supported Bill C-510, which claimed to be
about preventing “coerced abortion.” Most recently, Kenney supported
Conservative backbencher Stephen Woodworth’s private member’s motion that called for a committee to “study” the point at which a fetus
becomes a person. The motion failed, but ended up receiving the support
of 87 Conservative MPs, despite the expressed wishes of Prime Minister
Stephen Harper to vote against it.
With such a high-profile minister breaking ranks with the Prime
Minister’s office and courting the party’s social conservative base,
Kenney is making clear his intention to succeed Harper as the leader of
the Conservative Party. It’s all the more reason why we need to have a
clear assessment of Kenney’s agenda, for if we want to know where the
Conservatives would be headed under his leadership, we have to pay
careful attention to the numerous attacks on civil liberties that are the
hallmark of his legacy.
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OPINION
ONTARIO TEACHERS

and solidarity are keys
ON DECEMBER 10, Ontario teachers start rolling job
action against the draconian Bill 115—the “Putting
Students First Act.”

Still fighting HIV/AIDS
DISABILITY RIGHTS

Poverty and violence should
not be synonyms for disability
by JANET RODRIGUEZ
UNDER THE theme “Removing barriers to create an
inclusive and accessible society for all,” the world
celebrated on December 3 for the twentieth time the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities. But, can
we really celebrate when there is no action behind the
words? No funds budgeted for structural improvements in
the system?

Tim McCaskell, a founding member of AIDS Action
Now!, provides a brief history of AIDS activism in Canada
IN THE early 1980s, the nightmare
of AIDS broke like a tsunami over
gay communities in Canada’s major
cities. Young, healthy gay men were
suddenly and inexplicably dying.
No one knew the cause of the
epidemic. There was no treatment,
no cure.

-

-

Access
-

-

-

-

-

-

Treatments

-

Poverty
-

-

-

Funding
-

-

Janet Rodriguez is a pain survivor and advocate for
greater awareness about accessibility and inclusion.
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For more information, please visit:
www.aidsactionnow.org/

LEFT JAB

REVIEWS

John Bell
“The Guillotine.” And Riley pulls no
punches lyrically:
“They got the TV, we got the truth;
They own the judges and we got the
proof; We got hella people, they got
helicopters; They got the bomb and
we got the...we got the...we got the
guillotine.”
On Sorry To Bother You, the Coup

ALBUM

The Coup: still putting the
Boots to the ruling class

Rap purists may mourn the Coup’s
continuing forays into funk and rock,
but Riley has never stayed still musically. In the six years since the last
Coup recording, he has been recording
and touring with Tom Morello under
the banner of Street Sweeper Social
Club, recording—in Riley’s words—
rap/rock “anthems for the revolution.”
Some of that spirit lives on in Sorry
To Bother You. Opener “Magic Clap”
is rousing and danceable, and I defy

Sorry to Bother You
Album by the Coup
Reviewed by John Bell

THANKS TO Boots Riley,
revolutionary party takes on a
whole new meaning. With Sorry
To Bother You, the Coup’s main
man continues to hook rap’s most
political lyrics onto some of the
funkiest and funnest beats on
offer.

efforts like Genocide and Juice (has
it really been almost 20 years since
they recorded that rap masterpiece?)
in favour of surprise and diversity. The
loopy “Your Parents’ Cocaine” sounds
like a mash-up of the Clash and Frank
Zappa. The lush, tender love song
“Violet” is a sharp change of pace and
tone.
If the sense of musical fun and
jumping across genre lines are an attempt to reach a broader audience,
that’s a good thing. I wish every kid
on the continent was rocking out to
“Strange Arithmetic” (a plea for real,
liberating education) and “You Are
Not A Riot” (a witty slam on hipster
poseurs).
Boots is a proud Marxist (the very
ing was “Presto, read the Communist
Manifesto”) and has been a driving
force in the Occupy movement in
his native Oakland. He writes in the
liner notes, “Changing the system is
actually on the table, if we don’t take
it off the table ourselves.” That clarity
and optimism buoys even the harshest
lyrics, reminding us that revolution is,
among other things, a festival.

Down the rabbit hole…
into a pipeline
A FEW weeks ago Michael Harris at the iPolitics news web
reported on the case of Jill Winzoski, freelance reporter for
the Selkirk Record in rural Manitoba–whose story shows how
media and government collude to greenwash the Tar Sands.
You probably missed it, so let me recap.

-

-

-

Censorship

BOOK

The oily Roman empire
Energy of Slaves: Oil and the
New Servitude
Written by Andrew Nikiforuk
Reviewed by Anna Roik

-

SLAVE LABOUR built the Roman
Empire. Territorial expansion
required thousands of soldiers
and a society to support them.
Huge agricultural estates farmed
by slaves grew food for Ancient
Rome’s growing population.
Aqueducts, temples and public
baths were all built and maintained
by the energy of slaves.

-

-

Tar Sands

-

-

-

National Post

Oil industry

-

of Slaves

Energy
-

-

-

-

-

Unsustainable

Tar
Sands
-

Solutions?
is
-

-

-
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WHERE WE STAND

international
socialist events

The dead-end of capitalism

TORONTO

The capitalist system is based on violence,
oppression and brutal exploitation. It creates
hunger beside plenty. It kills the earth itself
with pollution and unsustainable extraction
of natural resources. Capitalism leads to
imperialism and war. Saving ourselves and the
planet depends on finding an alternative.

Grassy Narrows
Blockade: 10 Years in
Resistance
screening
Sat, Dec 8, 6pm
Organized by the CoxwellGerrard branch of the I.S.
Info: 647.393.3096

Socialism and workers’ power

Any alternative to capitalism must involve
replacing the system from the bottom up
through radical collective action. Central to
that struggle is the workplace, where capitalism reaps its profits off our backs.
Capitalist monopolies control the earth’s
resources, but workers everywhere actually
create the wealth. A new socialist society can
only be constructed when workers collectively seize control of that wealth and plan its
production and distribution to satisfy human
needs, not corporate profits—to respect the
environment, not pollute and destroy it.

Kill Bill 115: Socialist
Worker paper sale &
discussion group

Campaigning paper sale to
stop the attacks on workers’
rights and build solidarity for
Ontario teachers, followed
by discussion on “Socialists
in the Movements”
Sat, Dec 15, 1pm
Info: reports@socialist.ca
416.972.6391

Reform and revolution

Every day, there are battles between exploited
and exploiter, oppressor and oppressed, to
reform the system—to improve living conditions. These struggles are crucial in the fight
for a new world. To further these struggles,
we work within the trade unions and orient
to building a rank and file movement that
strengthens workers’ unity and solidarity.
But the fight for reforms will not, in itself,
bring about fundamental social change. The
present system cannot be fixed or reformed
as NDP and many trade union leaders say. It
has to be overthrown. That will require the
mass action of workers themselves.

Elections and democracy

Elections can be an opportunity to give voice
to the struggle for social change. But under
capitalism, they can’t change the system. The
structures of the present parliament, army, police and judiciary developed under capitalism
and are designed to protect the ruling class
against the workers. These structures cannot
be simply taken over and used by the working
class. The working class needs real democracy, and that requires an entirely different
kind of state—a workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates.

Internationalism

The struggle for socialism is part of a worldwide struggle. We campaign for solidarity
with workers in other countries. We oppose
everything which turns workers from one
country against those from other countries.
We support all genuine national liberation
movements.
The 1917 revolution in Russia was an
inspiration for the oppressed everywhere. But
it was defeated when workers’ revolutions
elsewhere were defeated. A Stalinist counterrevolution which killed millions created a new
form of capitalist exploitation based on state
ownership and control. In Eastern Europe,
China and other countries a similar system
was later established by Stalinist, not socialist
parties. We support the struggle of workers in
these countries against both private and state
capitalism.

The Comintern and Social Hegemony (1922):
Communist Parties,
Unions, Co-operatives,
Youth, Women and
International Solidarity

The struggle continues
for Bahraini students

STUDENTS AND workers in
Bahrain have played a primary
role in what’s known as the Pearl
Revolution. They continue their
fight against the Western-backed
Al-Khalifa monarchy, despite
systematic and ongoing state
repression.

Speaker: John Bell
Thur, Dec 13, 7pm
Mississauga Central Library,
301 Burnhamthorpe Road
West, Room CL3
Organized by the
Mississauga branch of the
I.S. and the Mississauga
Coalition for Peace & Justice

-

OTTAWA/GATINEAU

Tsar to Lenin: the
definitive film record of
the 1917 Russian
Revolution

Repression and
brutality
-

Washington and Moscow
didn’t want you to see!
Mon, Dec 17, 6:30pm
Cafe Alt (basement of
Simard Hall), 60 University,
University of Ottawa
Organized by the Ottawa/
Gatineau branch of the I.S.
Info: ottawa.socialists@
gmail.com

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
Info:
uoftinternationalsocialists@
gmail.com

-

YORK UNIVERSITY

-

Info:
yorkusocialists@gmail.com

-

HALIFAX

Student protest

Info:
halifax.socialists@gmail.com

-

ALBERTA
Info: reports@socialist.ca

VANCOUVER
Info: vancouver.socialists@
gmail.com

Protest and solidarity

peace &
justice events

-

Within capitalist society different groups suffer from specific forms of oppression. Attacks
on oppressed groups are used to divide workers and weaken solidarity. We oppose racism
and imperialism. We oppose all immigration
controls. We support the right of people of
colour and other oppressed groups to organize
in their own defence. We are for real social,
economic and political equality for women.
We are for an end to all forms of discrimination and homophobia against lesbians, gays,
bisexuals and transgendered people. We
oppose discrimination on the basis of religion,
ability and age.

-

-

-

OPEN SATURDAYS, 12-3pm

RESISTANCE
PRESS
BOOK ROOM

427 Bloor Street West, suite 202, Toronto | 416.972.6391

TORONTO

Rally for Rights &
Democracy

-

Sat, Jan 26, 1pm
Rally at Allan Gardens
(Jarvis & Carleton),
followed by march to Ontario
Liberal Convention at Maple
Leaf Gardens (Church &
Carleton)

-

You can find
the I.S. in:

-

The Revolutionary Party
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A People’s History of the
War of 1812

-

Oppression

To achieve socialism the leading activists in
the working class have to be organized into a
revolutionary socialist party. The party must
be a party of action, and it must be democratic. We are an organization of activists
committed to helping in the construction of
such a party through ongoing
activity in the mass organizations of the working
class and in the daily
struggles of workers and
the oppressed.
If these ideas make
sense to you, help us in
this project, and join the
International Socialists.

MISSISSAUGA

by YUSUR AL BAHRANI

Canada, Quebec,
Aboriginal Peoples

Canada is not a “colony” of the United States,
but an imperialist country in its own right that
participates in the exploitation of much of
the world. The Canadian state was founded
through the repression of the Aboriginal
peoples and the people of Quebec.
We support the struggles for self-determination of Quebec and Aboriginal peoples up
to and including the right to independence.
Socialists in Quebec, and in all oppressed
nations, work towards giving the struggle
against national oppression an internationalist
and working class content.

Fundraising dinner and
study session
Sat, Dec 15, 4pm
Organized by the PapeDanforth branch of the I.S.
Info: pape.danforth.branch@
gmail.com

Toronto, Ottawa,
Gatineau, Vancouver,
Victoria, Montreal,
London, St. Catharines,
Mississauga, Scarborough, Halifax, Belleville &
Kingston
e: reports@socialist.ca
t: 416.972.6391
w: www.socialist.ca
For more event listings,
visit www.socialist.ca.

reports@socialist.ca
MORE JOBS NOT CONDOS

STICKING WITH THE UNION

NOVEMBER 16 RALLY AGAINST SEXISM AT UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

Carolyn Egan

IN LATE 2013, the
60-year-old Mr. Christie’s
Bakery facility at Lake
Shore West is set to
close and, by doing so,
take 550 good jobs from
the community.

How workers
can win

-

A participant holds up a sign at the rally.
(photo by Yusur Al Bahrani)

WE HAVE recently
witnessed mass strikes
across Europe, protesting
the austerity agenda’s
devastating effects on
workers and the poor.
People rose up in country,
after country letting their
rulers know that it will
not be so easy to make
them pay for the excesses
of the wealthy and the
corporations.

-

-

TORONTO CONFERENCE LAYS BASIS FOR PIPELINE CHALLENGE
by JOHN RIDDELL
THE NOVEMBER 17
conference, “The Tar
Sands Come to Ontario:
No Line 9,” was a big
success. Three hundred
people jammed into a
lecture theatre at the
University of Toronto for
the plenary session.

-

and with the community in

The teach-in was not
what you will need to do to

The initial session feaened education and collect-

-

-

-

-

Contact Councillor Anna Bailao if
you want our community to have
good jobs, not more condos. Email
councillor_bailao@toronto.ca
or call 416-392-7012

To contact the organizing committee, write boliviaclimatejustice@
gmail.com or visit
http://t.grupoapoyo.org

-

OBITUARY: RUSSELL MEANS
RUSSELL MEANS, a
well-known figure in
the American Indian
Movement (AIM), died
on October 22 at the age
of 72.

AIM was a militant

-

URANIUM PROCESSING OUT OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
by REG MCQUAID

-

RESIDENTS OF
Lansdowne-Davenport
were surprised to learn
recently that we have
a uranium processing
facility down the street.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

TAMIL STUDENTS ORGANIZE ‘CIRCLE OF SOLIDARITY’
by PRIYANTH NALLARATNAM & JAMES CLARK
TAMIL STUDENTS and
their allies throughout
the Tamil youth diaspora
organized a global “circle
of solidarity” on December
4, to protest the Sri
Lankan military’s recent
attacks on students at
the University of Jaffna.

-

-

-

Join the
International Socialists

-

-

Mail: P.O. Box 339, Station E, Toronto, ON M6H 4E3
E-mail: reports@socialist.ca / Tel: 416.972.6391

Name:

-

-

Address:
City/Province:
Phone:

Excerpted from Socialist Worker
(US); read full obituary at
http://bit.ly/TGdnDq

E-mail:
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Victory against the mega-quarry,
now shut down the tar sands!
by JESSE MCLAREN
A MASS campaign
succeeded in stopping the
proposed mega-quarry that
would have devastated
rural Ontario. The lessons
from this victory should give
confidence to the growing
fight against the tar sands.

-

-

Mega-activism
-

-

-

Next stop: tar sands

-

-

-

-

mental assessment showed the
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Never miss
an issue.
Mail in this form with a cheque
or money order
made payable to
“Socialist Worker”.

Europe rocked by general strikes
by DAVE SEWELL &
SIÂN RUDDICK

-

ON NOVEMBER 14, general
strikes spread across
Portugal, Spain, Italy and
Greece as well as parts of
Belgium.

Worker

-

-

Workers’
-
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-
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