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Carney’s budget means more money for the 
rich and more ‘sacrifices’ for working people
Federal government budgets 

in Canada are more about 
politics than policy and they 
are vague on certain details 

but the Carney budget is clearly one 
designed to make the rich richer at 
the expense of the rest of us.

This is a budget that is further to 
the right than many of the proposals 
coming from the Conservative party. 
The military spending for example, 
is about two and half times what 
Pierre Poilievre proposed during the 
election campaign.

The big winners 
on budget day 
were fossil fuel 
corporations, 
the mining 
industry, and 
war profiteers. 
The losers will 
be workers, 
Indigenous 
people, 
immigrants 
and the natural 
environment.

The big winners on budget day 
were fossil fuel corporations, the 
mining industry, and war profi-
teers. The losers will be workers, 
Indigenous people, immigrants and 
the natural environment.

It is a clear sign that the Liberal 
party remains a manager of capital-
ism on behalf of the 1 percent.

This isn’t particularly surprising. 
Carney had warned that people 
would have to make sacrifices to 
the gods of capital to stave off any 
decline in profitability for the boss-
es. But the numbers are staggering 
and show the distorted priorities of 
Prime Minister Goldman Sachs.

The numbers
The biggest increase in spending is 
on the military, with Carney upping 
yearly expenditures to $62.7 billion 
- a dramatic increase from the $34 
billion spent by the Department 
of National Defence in 2024. The 
spending comes in different forms 
- huge increases in salaries for 
armed forces personnel, $82 billion 
in new defence commitments over 
the 5 year life cycle of the budget 
and a further $6.6 billion for new 
military industrial capacity.

This is in keeping with Carney’s 
promise to US President Donald 
Trump to increase spending to the 
2% of GDP threshold. It a clear 
sign that the pledges made will be 
backed up by cash. This should be 
a major concern given that Carney 
has also promised to up military 
spending to 5% of GDP by the end 
of the decade.

War is clearly a priority for this 
Liberal government.

And how will they pay for the 
new spending? They are planning 
major cuts to jobs and public ser-

vices. According to Public Service 
Alliance of Canada National 
President Sharon DeSousa more 
than 40,000 workers are expected 
to lose their jobs. “These deep pub-
lic service cuts will hurt workers, 
families and communities across 
Canada. People can expect longer 
wait times for passports, EI and 
child care benefits, more unan-
swered calls at Canada Revenue 
Agency, reduced public health and 
food safety efforts, and a govern-
ment that isn’t there for ordinary 
people when they need it most.”

David Macdonald and Hadrian 
Mertins-Kirkwood, writing for 
the Canadian Centre for Policy 

Alternatives said “This budget 
contains a poison pill of deep 
funding cuts, the extent of which 
hasn’t been witnessed since the 
Harper cuts of 2011 to 2014. This 
is, indeed, an austerity budget, for 
some. For defence though, this is a 
historic expansion.”

Indigenous issues
Carney is not only trampling on 
the treaty rights of Indigenous 
nations, he is deliberately gutting 
funding that supports Indigenous 
people. The National Association 
of Friendship Centres, a network 
of support services for urban 
Indigenous people, was alarmed 
that there was no mention of new 
funding for their services. All the 
money allocated to the centres is 
expected to ‘sunset’ in 2026 leav-
ing many without a reliable source 
of funding. They write “Refusal to 
invest in urban Indigenous com-
munities is not a simple oversight; 
it is a conscious and intentional 
decision to ignore the needs of the 
vast majority of Indigenous people. 
Friendship Centres provide safer 
communities through culturally 
grounded programs and services 

that reach and connect more than 
one million people each year. They 
deliver essential capacity building 
in areas such as employment and 
training, housing, food security, 
childcare, youth programming, 
and mental health that allow for 
safer communities and people 
better equipped to participate in the 
economy. Without dedicated and 
sustainable funding, these critical 
services are at risk.”

Trudeau pledged in 2015 to 
provide safe drinking water in all 
Indigenous communities within 
five years. There were 133 boil-wa-
ter advisories then. Ten years later 
there are still 35 boil water advi-

sories. In Neskantaga First Nation 
in so-called Ontario, the water 
has been unsafe to drink since 
1995. Which means anyone in the 
community under 30 years old 
has never had safe tap water. The 
Trudeau government spent around 
$3 billion to make that progress. 
If $3 billion is enough to fix or 
replace the infrastructure needed to 
lift 98 boil water advisories, then 
the same amount should easily fix 
the renaming 35. This represents 
around 1% of the money allocated 
for war spending.

More money for cops and
borders
Instead of cutting the RCMP and 
Canada Border Services Agency 
along with the rest of the public 
service they are each getting 1000 
more positions. Since the pandem-
ic the population of Canada has 
grown by 10%. Before the budget 
the RCMP had grown at five times 
the rate of population growth and 
Canada Border Services Agency 
had already grown twice as fast as 
our population. With the additional 
jobs, the RCMP will have grown 
six times faster than our population 

and border guards are multiplying 
2.5 times as fast as the rest of us.

Healthcare
The budget includes a new health 
care infrastructure fund of $5 bil-
lion over three years. Divided into 
10 provinces and three territories 
that amounts to less than $130 
million each per year. To put that 
in context, in BC the Burnaby 
Hospital redevelopment will build a 
160-bed inpatient tower and cancer 
centre that will cost $1.73 billion. 
The federal health care infrastruc-
ture fund amounts to less than one 
tenth of a hospital per province or 
territory per year.

It is also less than 2% of the 
proposed increases to the defence 
budget. You could triple this 
amount and still spend 95% of what 
they plan to spend on the military. 
That’s how little the Liberals care 
about improving health care.

They have also put most of the 
healthcare money into building 
infrastructure. Some of that will be 
helpful but there is no new money 
for healthcare workers. In fact the 
budget will see huge cuts to our 
public healthcare system overall. 
The Canadian Health Coalition 
stated, “The budget makes succes-
sively deepening cuts to health, 
amounting to nearly $400 million a 
year by the end of the decade. This 
means losing thousands of public 
servants who are essential to pro-
viding national leadership for our 
embattled Medicare system.”

There is also no new money for 
expanding the Pharmacare program 
and there will be deep cuts to refu-
gee heath supports.

Immigration cuts
It is highly unusual that immigra-
tion policy would be discussed in a 
budget document at all. This shows 

that the Federal Government is 
promoting the lies and scapegoat-
ing that blame the financial woes of 
working people on immigrants, in 
order to help justify budget cuts.

The federal budget slashes study 
permits for international students in 
half - cutting from over 305,000 to 
just 155,000 in 2026, then capping 
at 150,000 in both 2027 and 2028. 
The cap that had been previously 
announced for 2025 and 2026 was 
437,000 student visas, but the actu-
al number of students who arrived 
on visas over 2025 was far lower. 
So, this new cap is unnecessary and 
politically motivated to scapegoat 
international students for the hous-
ing crisis. And it isn’t just about 
fewer students arriving: it means 
hundreds of thousands of current 
students in Canada will not be able 
to renew their permits and will be 
pushed into precarity or forced to 
leave.

The government cut over 6,000 
humanitarian placements in 2026 
and more than 4,300 in 2027 from 
permanent residency, even though 
the over-all number appears un-
changed. And work permit numbers 
remain the same, guaranteeing a 
steady supply of temporary foreign 
workers with fewer paths to perma-
nent residency.

And According to the Migrant 
Rights Network, “Budget 2025 
explicitly signals devastating cuts 
to refugee healthcare — adding 
co-pays for essential medications, 
dental care, and supplemental 
health services — buried inside 
a $600-million IRCC austerity 
package.”

And yet the budget puts $2 
billion into the Canada Border 
Services Agency and hires a 
thousand more border guards while 
cutting 3,300 jobs at Immigration, 
Refugee and Citizenship Canada.

Environment
The budget also includes significant 
cuts to environmental programs, 
eliminating the tree planting grants, 
a $1.3 billion cut from Environment 
and Climate Change Canada and 
millions in cuts to the Impact 
Assessment Agency of Canada 
which oversees environmental 
impact assessments.

That means Carney plans to 
sacrifice the environment to push 
for more mining and fossil fuel 
development. Carney is also cutting 
$2.6 billion from Natural Resources 
Canada which means less oversight 
for planet destroying industries. 

Capitalism is the crisis
This is a hard right neo-liberal bud-
get that proves what many expected 
- that Mark Carney is on the side of 
the billionaire capitalists.

It is a symptom of a system 
in crisis that requires ever more 
exploitation of working people and 
stripping of our natural resources to 
maintain profitability. We have al-
ready seen this Liberal government 
attacking workers from Air Canada 
flight attendants to postal workers. 
And we know that the plans for 
super development will run-rough-
shod over the rights of Indigenous 
people and workers rights.

We need to organize on every 
front to stop these assaults.
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by: Camilla Royle

Socialist Zohran Mamdani 
has won a historic victory 
in the New York mayoral 
election.

The Democrat candidate has 
won 50.4 percent of the vote while 
corrupt Andrew Cuomo won 41.6 
percent. 

About 91 percent of the votes 
have been counted. 

Corporate crook Cuomo stood 
as an independent after he lost the 
race to be the Democratic Party 
candidate to Mamdani. Republican 
Curtis Sliwa came third on 7.1 
percent.

Mamdani’s campaign to be New 
York City mayor has terrified the 
establishment and been a spark of 
hope for ordinary people. He has a 
clear message, “I don’t think that 
we should have billionaires.”

New York was full of Mamdani’s 
blue and yellow stickers and post-
ers during the campaign. A mass 
rally last week drew up to 13,000 
people to the Forest Hills stadium.

David-Desyree is a member of 
the Amazon Labor Union on Staten 
Island, the one unionised Amazon 
facility in the United States. They 
said, “Zohran’s message and the 
movement around him have lit a 
fire. There is a lot of energy—peo-
ple are up and voting.”

Socialist activist Eric Fretz told 
Socialist Worker, “People didn’t 
think Mamdani had a chance in the 
Democrat primaries, but he beat the 
establishment Democrat candi-
dates. People hate Donald Trump, 
but they are just as angry at the 
Democrats for not doing anything.”

Mamdani was a self-described 
socialist and member of the 
Democratic Socialists of America 
(DSA).

His campaign is a reflection of 
the international Palestine solidar-
ity movement, the hatred many 
Americans feel about Trump, his 
immigration raids and the deep 
class divide within the US.

New York tops the world for 
the most billionaires. But ordinary 
people suffer in tiny, freezing 
apartments. A report in 2023 found 
that half of New York’s households 
cannot afford the cost of rent, food 
and healthcare. Mamdani talks 
about working class people being 
“pushed out of the city they built”.

He promises to freeze rent for 
millions of New Yorkers and build 
200,000 new homes in ten years. 
He talks about free childcare for 
under five year olds and a network 
of low priced, city-owned grocery 
stores—achieved by a wealth tax 
on the richest 1 percent.

Mamdani’s policies are not just 
about economic issues. He wants 
to protect migrant New Yorkers 
and keep Immigration Customs 
and Enforcement—Ice—out of city 
facilities.

NYC DSA member Jesse Ortiz 
told Socialist Worker that Mamdani 
“has demonstrated a commitment 
to supporting Muslim and immi-
grant groups”.

“He has worked tirelessly with 
mosques and other community 

organisations throughout the city.
“I think this is particularly salient 

in post-9/11 NYC when Muslims, 
Arabs and South Asians were 
brutally villainised and targeted by 
local and national politicians, and 
in the current context of Trump’s 
opposition to immigration.”

And Mamdani rages against 
politicians, including the establish-
ment Democrats, who care more 
about their mega rich donors than 
ordinary people.

The incumbent, Eric Adams, 
flooded the subway with cops and 
drove up arrests for minor crimes, 
such as fare evasion.

Adams endorsed Andrew 
Cuomo for mayor, who is running 
as an independent having lost the 
Democratic primary to Mamdani.

Cuomo is backed by real estate 
interests and the rich, such as 
former mayor Michael Bloomberg 

who has donated millions to his 
campaign.

David-Desyree said Cuomo’s 
behaviour is “atrocious”.

“He resigned in disgrace over 
sexual harassment and for whatev-
er reason he is empowered to run 
for mayor of New York City. He’s 
bankrolled by corporations and 
billionaires.” Politician and former 
Cuomo aid Lindsey Boylan now 
backs Mamdani.

She told Socialist Worker, “He’s 
bucked the trend of what politicians 
say and do and started listening to 
people. The Democrats have lost 
their way.

“They think they already know 
what people think and feel. People 
are profoundly disenchanted with 
the Democrats.”

She added, “Mamdani has stood 

up for things and has political 
clarity even if it comes at a cost—
except it hasn’t come at a cost be-
cause actually a lot of New Yorkers 
agree with him.”

The campaign has struck a chord 
in Britain. In a recent discussion 
about the need for a left alterna-
tive in Britain, Zarah Sultana said, 
“We need to make a clear set of 
demands. Think of Mamdani in 
New York, even many of us here 
in Britain know what his main 
pledges are and they resonate on a 
level far deeper than most political 
discourse.”

The Mamdani campaign is not 
just about clever graphic design 
and good communication. He has 
put himself clearly on the side of 
working class people against the 
rich.

It is a rebuke to the idea that 
politicians need to tack to the right 

to try to win votes from conserva-
tive voters.

Where next for the left?
Mamdani’s campaign has mobilised 
a huge number of ordinary people—
some 90,000 volunteers.

It is a force that could strengthen 
the Palestine movement, lay the 
basis for networks of activists who 
could oppose Ice raids and revitalise 
the trade unions.

Some will be drawing very 
different lessons if he wins—that 
electing a socialist shows the real 
opportunities for change are in the 
halls of power.

But the movement will face 
immense pressures. Trump has 
threatened to send the National 
Guard to the city and will want to 
punish New Yorkers by withdraw-

ing funding.
From day one of Mamdani’s time 

in office, the rich and powerful will 
be out to smash him.

And there will be pressure 
on Mamdani to fall in behind 
the Democratic establishment, a 
pressure that will only grow once 
in office.

If Mamdani looks to mobilise 
working class people in the streets 
and in the workplaces, it would 
provide a base that has the power to 
beat back these pressures.

But there are no guarantees. Look 
at Bernie Sanders, the left wing 
former US presidential candidate 
who endorsed Mamdani, ended up 
lining up behind Joe Biden and the 
Democrat machine.

Another left wing Democrat from 
New York, Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez (AOC), this year voted 
against an amendment in the House 

of Representatives that would have 
cut funds to Israel.

This is not because they lack 
principles, but because of the 
immense pull on politicians to 
moderate their message in an effort 
to win votes.

Mamdani has been accused of 
wanting to defund the police. But, 
very far from this, he plans to keep 
in place Adams’s police commis-
sioner Jessica Tisch in an effort to 
reassure moderate Democrats.

He initially stood by his use of 
the pro-Palestine slogan “globalise 
the Intifada”, but then said he would 
no longer say it. He has also said he 
defends Israel’s right to exist.

This has rattled some anti-Zionist 
activists like David-Desyree. They 
said, “My hope is that if Zohran 
is elected it will help the labour 

movement by being an ally in the 
mayor’s office.”

But they added that some of the 
campaign’s messaging gave them 
pause and concern. They said, “I 
would rather we stood on principle 
and pushed our ideas to the fore and 
be confrontational. But I’m hanging 
on to hope. A lot is up in the air and 
a lot is to be seen.

“Ultimately the only thing that 
will bring us change, so we don’t 
have to worry about a roof over our 
head or putting food on the table, 
will be the working class movement 
taking the reins. It’s an extremely 
uphill battle.”

Some sections of the DSA want 
to pull the Democratic Party to the 
left. New York University student 
and DSA member Yandel Goris told 
Socialist Worker, “We need more 
people to join the Democratic Party 
so we can elect a new genera-
tion of leadership. Many people, 
myself included, feel left behind 
by the Democrats but people like 
Mamdani change things.”

At other times DSA members 
have supported candidates outside 
of the Democrats. But the question 
for socialists isn’t just one of which 
candidate to support, it’s about how 
to build movements that can go 
beyond electoral politics.

As Yandel also said, “I also 
believe that more people should 
remain engaged outside of the 
Democratic Party as well.” He 
argued that people should campaign 
“across a wide range of issues”.

“We need to continue working 
even after Mamdani wins the elec-
tion. We need year-round organis-
ing.”

Building up organisation inde-
pendent of the Democrats is crucial. 
Eric explained that, “In the US 
there’s been a lack of a credible 
electoral face of the social move-
ments.”

The Occupy Movement of 2011 
mobilised a feeling of “us vs them”. 
The Black Lives Matter movement 
changed people’s ideas about race 
in the US. But didn’t lead to any 
lasting political organisation. So 
people are turning to electoral 
movements.

Eric added, “That has contradic-
tory effects. When you have attacks 
on everyone who speaks out over 
Palestine, if you have a mayor who 
is not going to be part of the repres-
sion it helps.

“But on the other hand there are 
figures on the left who say this is 
what socialism is. They say you 
can’t criticise him and if you do it’s 
ultra‑left.

“Because he is running as a 
Democrat candidate the same 
pressures are on him as on people 
like AOC.

“The compromises he is already 
starting to make are partly because 
he is on a Democrat ticket. He has 
benefited from disgust with the 
established Democrats. But he is 
making it more difficult for there to 
be an alternative in the long run.”

Eric added, “What happens next 
will depend a lot on what the left 
do. We can’t just wait and see what 
Mamdani does.”

Zohran Mamdani victory throws 
the US empire into a panic
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LAND BACK!

by: Arthur Townend 

Israel has slaughtered over 240 Palestinians 
in Gaza since the “ceasefire” began, in 
nearly 200 violations of the agreement.

Last weekend, Israel concentrated its 
attacks east of Khan Younis, razing entire 
neighbourhoods.

“There are still Hamas pockets in the areas 
under our control in Gaza,” Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin Netanyahu said on Sunday. 
“We are systematically eliminating them.” 
Despite Israel’s flagrant violations, United 
States president Donald Trump insisted that 
the ceasefire is “very solid”.

In an interview on Sunday, Trump reiterated 
his support for Netanyahu, claiming he “is the 
person Israel needed in times of war”.

He further declared that Hamas “could be 
taken out immediately if they don’t behave”.

But Hamas is fulfilling its obligations under 
the ceasefire—it is Israel that is pushing the 
boundaries. Last weekend, Israel confirmed 
that Hamas has handed over the remains of 
three Israeli hostages that were still in Gaza. 
This leaves eight hostages still in Gaza.

Israel has said there must be faster prog-
ress—but Israel’s barbarity has left Hamas 
unable to recover the hostages as they remain 
buried under the rubble. Over 500 Palestinian 
bodies have been recovered from under the 
wreckage of Gaza, but thousands more remain 
trapped.

As well as the return of the hostages, the 
ceasefire deal should mean that Israel allows 
aid—of 600 trucks a day—to enter Gaza. But 
Israel is blocking aid, and what is trickling in 
is nowhere near what Palestinians need.

A new report from The Lancet medical 
journal shows that Israel has erased three mil-
lion years of Palestinian life. That devastating 
figure will only worsen as Israel attacks and 
the blocking of aid continues.

Amid Israel’s continued violence, the core 
part of the ceasefire deal—the International 
Stabilization Force—remains up in the air.

This is an imperialist attempt to deny 
Palestinians the right to determine their own 
future. The plan was supposed to establish a 
force that would secure Gaza, ensuring the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and stopping 
Hamas from taking control.

The force will deploy once Hamas disarms, 
but the question of demilitarisation remains 
unclear.

Israel and its Western backers are demand-
ing that Hamas disarms, but the resistance 

group refuses to do so. Israel continues to 
occupy Gaza and is even trying to take more 
territory through its “yellow line”.

Turkey, Pakistan, Indonesia and the Gulf 
states are meeting to discuss the force. But 
there is nothing peaceful or stabilising about it.

Israel and its Western backers have eviscer-
ated Gaza and are now trying to call it “peace”.

Israel has slaughtered over 240 Palestinians 
in Gaza since the “ceasefire” began, in nearly 
200 violations of the agreement.

Last weekend, Israel concentrated its attacks 
east of Khan Younis, razing entire neighbour-
hoods.

“There are still Hamas pockets in the areas 
under our control in Gaza,” Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin Netanyahu said on Sunday. 
“We are systematically eliminating them.” 
Despite Israel’s flagrant violations, United 
States president Donald Trump insisted that the 
ceasefire is “very solid”.

In an interview on Sunday, Trump reiterated 

his support for Netanyahu, claiming he “is the 
person Israel needed in times of war”.

He further declared that Hamas “could be 
taken out immediately if they don’t behave”.

But Hamas is fulfilling its obligations under 
the ceasefire—it is Israel that is pushing the 
boundaries. Last weekend, Israel confirmed 
that Hamas has handed over the remains of 
three Israeli hostages that were still in Gaza. 
This leaves eight hostages still in Gaza.

Israel has said there must be faster prog-
ress—but Israel’s barbarity has left Hamas 
unable to recover the hostages as they remain 
buried under the rubble. Over 500 Palestinian 
bodies have been recovered from under the 
wreckage of Gaza, but thousands more remain 
trapped.

As well as the return of the hostages, the 
ceasefire deal should mean that Israel allows 
aid—of 600 trucks a day—to enter Gaza. But 
Israel is blocking aid, and what is trickling in 
is nowhere near what Palestinians need.

A new report from The Lancet medical jour-
nal shows that Israel has erased three million 
years of Palestinian life. That devastating 
figure will only worsen as Israel attacks and 
the blocking of aid continues.

Amid Israel’s continued violence, the core 
part of the ceasefire deal—the International 
Stabilization Force—remains up in the air.

This is an imperialist attempt to deny 
Palestinians the right to determine their own 
future. The plan was supposed to establish a 
force that would secure Gaza, ensuring the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and stopping 
Hamas from taking control.

The force will deploy once Hamas disarms, 
but the question of demilitarisation remains 
unclear.

Israel and its Western backers are demand-
ing that Hamas disarms, but the resistance 
group refuses to do so. Israel continues to 
occupy Gaza and is even trying to take more 
territory through its “yellow line”.

Turkey, Pakistan, Indonesia and the Gulf 
states are meeting to discuss the force. But 
there is nothing peaceful or stabilising about it.

Israel and its Western backers have eviscer-
ated Gaza and are now trying to call it “peace”.

Regional and imperial powers are doing all 
they can to cut Palestinians off from their own 
future—and Israel is continuing to unleash its 
horror on Gaza. Regional and imperial powers 
are doing all they can to cut Palestinians off 
from their own future—and Israel is continu-
ing to unleash its horror on Gaza.

reprinted from SocialistWorker UK

Territorial acknowledgment:
As settlers, we acknowledge our 
occupation of lands that are the Indigenous 
territories of Turtle Island. We support all 
struggles for Indigenous sovereignty in 
whatever forms they take by the hundreds 
of First Nations and Inuit communities that 
have resided here for many thousands of 
years, and by Métis communities that have 
developed in the last hundreds of years.

Capitalism means endless poverty, racism 
and environmental devastation. We can 
build a different world 
- one based on human 
needs and not the 
profits of the bosses. 

For workers power 
and International 
Socialism

Subscribe 
to 
Socialist 
Worker

Israel murders Palestinians in 
violation of Gaza ceasefire

Find us in: Toronto, Ottawa, Vancouver, Montreal, Winnipeg, 
Peterborough, London, Kingston, Hamilton, Burlington. Join today! 
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Film review: One Battle after Another
Arts

by: Faline Bobier

Directed by Paul Thomas Anderson
 

When I went to see Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s new movie at the theatre, 
One Battle after Another, the person 
taking tickets asked if I could think 

of a one-word alternate title for the movie I was 
going to see. I wasn’t able to think of anything, 
so he replied, “Life.”

And for anyone alive today in late 2025 I 
think that might resonate – whether you’re 
involved in the climate justice movement, the 
Free Palestine movement, the struggle against 
privatization of healthcare and all other public 
services, the many fights to defend Indigenous 
sovereignty and against the encroachment of 
fossil fuel corporations taking over Indigenous 
land to poison the planet and make more profits 
– it is indeed one battle after another.

The new film by PTA is a cinematic battle 
cry that honours past struggles and insists 
that they are very connected to our dystopian 
present. At the same time, it’s also a movie that 
is a lot of fun. This is exhilarating movie-mak-
ing that makes the two hours forty-one minute 
running time go by in a flash.

And for a movie whose main character is a 
pot-head and a beer drinker, who spends most 
of his time on his couch in a red plaid bathrobe 
watching revolutionary movies like The Battle 
of Algiers and mouthing the words, the movie is 
a whirling dervish of an adventure, both outra-
geous and deadly serious.

One Battle After Another follows the trajecto-
ry of Bob Ferguson – Leonardo DiCaprio at his 
buffoonish best – once a member of a revolu-
tionary organization called the French 75. Set 
largely in the present, the movie begins 16 years 
earlier when Bob and his comrades are engag-
ing in revolutionary resistance, which includes 
liberating mostly Latinx and Black people in a 
detention centre, who are incarcerated behind 

barbed wire and guarded by US military – no 
doubt the precursors to today’s ICE agents, 
spiriting away migrants to foreign jails where 
they may never be heard from again.

 Bob (whose name is Pat during his rev-
olutionary period) is part of an underground 
movement that is more reminiscent of the 60s 
than the mid 2000s, which is when their revo-
lutionary activity supposedly takes place. Pat is 
involved in a relationship with Black revolu-
tionary Perfidia Beverly Hills. They are part of 
a network of activists, many of whom are Black 
or brown, and who engage in bank robberies, 
setting off bombs and helping desperate people 
cross the border into the US, trying to keeping 
them safe from the police and the military.

 At some point during this activity the group, 
and particularly Perfidia, come to the attention 

of Colonel Steven J. Lockjaw—aptly named 
and perfectly played by Sean Penn. Lockjaw is 
attracted by Perfidia, in spite of a deep-seated 
racism, and the upshot is that they have sex. 
This will come back to haunt Pat and his six-
teen year old daughter when they are in hiding 
years later, living undercover as Bob and Wilma 
Ferguson in northern California. Lockjaw, who 
wants to be admitted to a select group of old, 

white, far right politicians and power brokers 
called the Christmas Adventurers Club, is 
scared that his past may come back to haunt 
him, in the form of a sixteen year old Black 
daughter.

 Perfidia, much more of a serious revolu-
tionary than Bob, who is a bit of a bumbler, is 
eventually captured by the police during their 
revolutionary stint, informs on her comrades 
and escapes across the border to Mexico, 
which is how Bob and their daughter wind up 
living under the radar sixteen years later, until 
Lockjaw uses his military command to hunt 
them down and thus eliminate his problem.

 Wilma escapes with one of the former mem-
bers of the French 75 from a high school dance 
where Lockjaw’s troops have tracked her down. 
Bob, in the meantime, runs to Wilma’s sensei 

and part-time defender of immigrants, illegal 
or otherwise – the inimitable and unflappable 
Sergio St. Carlos to help him escape Lockjaw 
and find his daughter. The martial arts instruc-
tor is beautifully played by Benicio del Toro, 
wearing a headband and track suit throughout, 
who explains to Bob that he’s run into a ‘Harriet 
Tubman-type situation’. 

 One of the funniest scenes in the movie 

shows the two on the lam as Sergio tries to con-
vince Bob that to be free he will have to find his 
inner ‘Tom Cruise’ and leap from a moving car. 

 There are many striking scenes throughout 
One Battle after Another, including Lockjaw’s 
surreal visit to the members of the Christmas 
Adventurers Club, complete with blaring 
holiday music, Wilma’s enforced sanctuary 
with a group of revolutionary nuns and the final 
chase scene through the beautiful hills of the 
California desert.

 It’s true that the politics of the revolution-
aries remain hazy and somewhat caricatured, 
not surprising in a movie that was inspired by 
a Thomas Pynchon novel. But what the movie 
does get right is the spirit of rebellion and love 
that motivates the revolutionaries, including 
even the hapless Bob.

 Just shortly before this movie was released 
Assata Shakur (originally Joanne Deborah 
Byron born in Queens, New York), a Black 
revolutionary who inspired generations of 
activists to struggle for a better world, passed 
away in Havana, Cuba, where she had lived 
in exile from the US for over four decades. In 
Anderson’s film the character of Perfidia has 
some of the revolutionary fervour of Shakur, 
who wrote in her autobiography, “It is our duty 
to fight for our freedom. It is our duty to win. 
We must love each other and support each oth-
er. We have nothing to lose but our chains.”

 If we look at the current situation in the 
United States, where Black and brown people 
are being routinely rounded up by the thugs of 
ICE, where freedoms are threatened daily by an 
authoritarian regime that has a lot in common 
with the Christmas Adventurers Club Anderson 
portrays in his film, we can only agree with 
Bob’s daughter Wilma when she answers the 
call to come to the streets and defend migrants, 
in spite or because of the history of her parents’ 
involvement years earlier. When Bob asks if she 
will be ‘careful’ she replies with all bravery and 
love, ‘No’.

Art + Waste in Panniqtuuq - Art Gallery of Peterborough 
by: Brie Santiago

This exhibit included art from 8 Inuit artists: 
Madeleine Aasivak Qumuataq, Jupa 
Ishulutak, Kawtysie Kakee, Annie Kilabuk 
(1932-2005), David Kilabuk, Talia Metuq, 

Oleepika Nashalik, and Malaya Pitsiulak; and 
art from settler artist and researcher, Micky 
Renders Ph. D. 

All of the art was so beautiful. Many pieces 
expressed the impact of colonialism in Inuit 
communities, and how the artists continue to stay 
connected to their Inuit culture. Throughout the 
week there were various artist talks and work-
shops. I attended Madeleine Asivak Qumuataq’s 
talk and went to “Living Traditions Sewing 
Circle” hosted by Talia Metuq and Oleepika 
Nashalik.

Madeleine Asivak Qumuataq
Madeleine discussed her experiences with settler 
colonialism throughout her life while also active-
ly tending to her qulliq (a traditional soapstone 
inuit lamp that brings light and warmth) which 
she travels with. 

She started out by sharing memories of her 
family traveling and working together before 
they were forced into housing. She explained 
that before living in a house a family member 
would shout at the top of a tall mountain to call 
for people to come eat, and what they would 
be eating for that meal. She also described the 
first time her family moved into a house, which 
really stuck with me. Previously her family did 
things together out in the open, but in their new 
house everyone had their own rooms with doors 
which felt very disconnected. Some time after 

being forced into houses her family traveled to 
a tall mountain where her previously mentioned 
relative was able to shout his announcement 
from the top. He then cried because he thought 
that he wouldn’t have been able to experience 
that again. She also discussed her memory of her 
sister coming home from residential school after 
3 years, unable to speak their native language. 

Madeleine showed us a photo of her “Eskimo 
Identification Tag”, which she still keeps in 
her home. I was unaware of these tags before 
attending the talk. I was really surprised to learn 
that the Canadian government created a system 
where Inuit peoples had to wear stamped tags 
with numbers and letters on them because the 
settlers didn’t feel like learning how to say their 
names. 

Next, Madeleine discussed how her commu-
nity shares and reuses items due to the lack of 
stores, and also as a way to help the environment. 
One thing I’ve come to understand recently is 
that “waste” is a social construct. What I mean 
is that often items some people see as trash, 

may be very useful to someone else. She shared 
that many people search for items to reuse at 
the dump, which many jokingly refer to as the 
“Canadian Tire of the North.” It’s very unfortu-
nate that so many communities in modern times 
still don’t have access to many of the things that 
they need, but I think that many of us can also 
learn from this and try to make better use of our 
own “waste.”

Living Traditions Sewing Circle hosted by 
Talia Metuq and Oleepika Nashalik
Oleepika Nashalik opened the sewing circle with 
a talk about using traditional sewing materials 
such as furs, hides, and beads. She discussed 
how different types of furs and hides can be used 
for different things. For example, she said that 
her family uses the furs from polar bears, which 
they hunt for food, to protect things when travel-
ing; similar to how someone may use a tarp. 

There were so many beautiful photos of her 
work and her family members throughout her 
talk. She also discussed her experiences of learn-

ing how to do new things. She included photos of 
the first hide that she prepared, which had many 
visible mistakes. Oleepika also showed photos of 
portraits that she had drawn to practice drawing 
people. I appreciated that she shared photos of 
her learning processes because I feel like a lot 
of people forget that it takes time to learn a new 
skill. We often need to be reminded of this.

I also found it really heartwarming to learn 
that the process of creating a piece of clothing 
was often a collaboration between Oleepika and 
her family members. Not only did it take a lot of 
her time and skills to create her pieces, but many 
of the things she makes wouldn’t exist without 
the work her family also does. She shared that 
first her family hunts animals for food, and then 
she is able to repurpose some parts of those 
animals. This was a fantastic reminder that our 
possessions take a lot of time and resources to 
be created. I think that people would be more 
grateful, and less likely to buy things that they 
will inevitably throw away, if they were able to 
connect to their possessions more. I hope that 
more people come to understand how much goes 
into creating things, instead of feeding the culture 
of overconsumption.

I’m so glad that I was able to attend this art 
exhibit and I learned so much about the impact 
of colonialism on Inuit communities. I hope that 
the artists’ work and stories can inspire more 
people to support innuit communities, be more 
aware of the ongoing effects of colonization, and 
protect the environment by being more conscious 
of waste. I would like to thank all of the artists 
for sharing their work and stories to educate 
Nogojiwanong/ Peterborough.

Article edited for length. Read at socialist.ca



Stop Ford’s attack on tenants

Immigrants are welcome here 
No to hate and scapegoating
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The far right in Canada is spreading 
vicious lies, scapegoating immigrants 
- and in particular South Asians and 
Muslims - for lack of access to hous-

ing, jobs, healthcare and education. They have 
influenced right wing parties from Smith’s 
United Conservative Party (UCP) in Alberta, 
and the federal Conservative Party under 
Poilievre, to push for greater immigration 
controls, deportations and other policies that 
scapegoat immigrants. 

 The federal Liberal government under 
Trudeau and now Carney is pursuing similar 
policies, such as under Bill C-2 (now Bill 
C-12).

 Provincial and federal governments are 
responsible for the crisis in housing, jobs, 
healthcare and education as they privatize 
public services, cut public sector jobs and let 
the market decide housing availability. We 
need to push back on all these issues AND 
oppose the far right when they mobilize. We 
must reject attempts to divide the working 
class through shifted blame, knowing that 
we have more in common with all workers 
regardless of nationality, than we do with the 
ruling class in any state.

 This is an international phenomenon, 
where the problem in Canada can seem less 
urgent than in Trump’s America, or in the 
UK where 100,000 marched with Tommy 
Robinson to “Stop the Boats” in London on 
September 13. 

 But there is no room for complacency 
here.

 The far right Dominion Society of Canada 
is organizing to push for Poilievre to support 
“remigration ... the return of foreigners to their 
respective homelands.” They define “Canadians 

[as] the descendants of the brave pioneers 
who built this country” and promote the great 
replacement theory that “heritage Canadians are 
being replaced” by immigrants. This racism and 
xenophobia also completely erases Indigenous 
people, the original inhabitants and stewards 

of the lands of Turtle Island: they uncritical-
ly quote the racist and settler colonial John 
A. MacDonald about the “greatness” of the 
Canadian nation. Their goal is currently to get 
Poilievre to support remigration as a policy.

 Groups like NS13 and the Second Sons are 
actively organizing racist fight clubs and militia 
training to build the forces of nationalist white 
supremacy groups. These groups have connec-
tions to Diagolon, which regularly target South 
Asians in Canada.

 These and other far right groups stir up 
violence against Muslims, immigrants and 
refugees.

 In Toronto, a group called Canada First 
has been spreading Islamophobic hate and 
vilification against Palestine protests on social 
media and organizing “patriot” marches. They 
organized a rally and march to demand “Stop 
mass immigration. Start mass deportations. 
Remigration is necessary” on Sept 13 in Christie 
Pits. This location was a provocation given the 
history of the Christie Pits riots against Swastika 
groups in 1933. The park is also the centre of 
a vibrant residential community. Hundreds 
showed up in the park to counter-protest and 
took the public space away from them, but the 
far right were still able to spread their vile hate 
and racism as they marched through the streets 
of Toronto.

 These mobilizations of racist, anti-immigrant 
lies must be opposed by a mass movement 
against hate and racism. 

Doug Ford has introduced another assault 
on tenant rights in Ontario. Bill 60, 
the so-called Fighting Delays Building 
Faster act is an omnibus bill that makes 

sweeping changes to 16 different pieces of 
legislation from construction planning to bike 
lanes to tenant rights. 

After the bill was announced, Ford back-
tracked on the most egregious provisions on 
the housing file - those which would have 
effectively ended rent control for millions of 
tenants.  He did so because of a massive back-
lash from tenant groups that began organizing 
immediately. 

But the bill is still on the table and there are 
many elements that will make life much harder 
for people already squeezed by the soaring cost 
of housing. 

Ford is notoriously in cahoots with the de-
velopers and landlords and there will need to be 
more organizing to end the attack. 

The bill still changes a number of rules 
designed to support tenant rights and will make 
evictions faster and easier for landlords. The 
bill would mean more eviction sheriffs to speed 
up eviction enforcement, cutting tenant eviction 
notice periods in half, restricting tenants’ ability 
to postpone evictions in cases of emergency, 
and ending the ability of tenants to withhold 
rent in case of disrepair. It would also provide 
new legal justifications for removing tenants. 

According to Acorn Ontario “These mea-

sures would devastate low and moderate-in-
come tenants already struggling to keep a roof 
over their heads. The solution to the housing 
crisis is NOT to increase eviction rates.” 

While Ford says that they are still decid-
ing on which elements to keep in the bill, he 

is consulting with the Federation of Rental 
Housing Providers (a landlord lobby) which 
wants to eliminate tenant protections altogeth-
er. 

The argument that the landlords are making 
is that there are - allegedly - thousands of 

empty housing units in Ontario that landlords 
refuse to rent out because they may have to 
deal with bad tenants that don’t pay rent. 

There is no proof of this. There is, however, 
a mountain of proof that landlords already 
break existing rules to force tenants out. The 
system is stacked to benefit the developers, 
speculators and landlords already. 

In the wake of the announced bill, tenant 
groups began organizing. The York South 
Weston tenants union - which has engaged in a 
series of successful rent strikes - held an orga-
nizing call with more than 500 people present. 
A few days later, Acorn Ontario held another 
organizing call with about the same number of 
people. 

The message in both calls was the same - we 
cannot let Ford advance any of these new rules 
and we need to organize mass actions to not 
only defeat bill 60 but to push for better tenant 
protections.  

Indeed we need to push back on rules that 
Ford already has in place. For example, he 
has called for the Landlord Tenant Board in 
Ontario to fast track eviction hearings and slow 
hearings based on tenant complaints. 

ACORN Canada President, Alejandra Ruiz-
Vargas called for renters to organize across the 
province, “We’ve proven that tenant power can 
make governments back down — and we’re 
not stopping until rent control is strengthened 
so it can never be taken away again.”

Opposing the racists on October 25

Acorn members take the fight to Queen’s Park in Toronto

Housing is a human right




